I know my child has great ideas but they still
can't get them down on paper........what can I do?

Having access to a laptop or an iPad/tablet (especially one with a
keyboard like the one above — you can buy keyboards separately from
Amazon or the Apple Store and they just plug in fo your iPad) offers
them alternative ways of recording their thoughts on paper.

Teach your child to touch type on a PC using:-

° BBC Dancemat

. Nessy Fingers

Help them to plan their writing using Mind Mapping
° book by Tony Buzan, Mind Maps for Kids

. iMindMap HD app

. or Popplet app (software also available for PCs).

Other useful apps

. Dragon Dictation—FREE -records what you say as text and will
Jjust need editing

o Clicker Docs- word processing package that can have word banks
inserted as well as predictive text and will read your text back to

you when you put in a full-stop.
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Helping your child
with developing their writing

Why do some children find writing difficult?

Children need to be able to write to
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access and record their learning in school
do their job when they are grown up
communicate with others both formally and informally

record information just for themselves.

However, writing is a complex skill and involves combining lots of

sub-skills. To be able to write well, you have to be able to
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control a pencil ,
understand how the sounds are represented by letters,

remember how to spell the many words which do not obey the
spelling rules,

have ideas and know the order you want to put them in,
use clear language ,
use punctuation and

adapt your writing to your audience.



What should I do first to help my child with writing?

Good writing starts with good talking. Good writers have a wide
vocabulary and lots of ideas because they have listened to
others talking. Talk to you child as much as you possibly can.
Share stories , silly rhymes, poems, jokes and song lyrics and
discuss them, Watch a TV programme or a film together and
talk about what you saw and ask their opinion.

Good writing also starts with good posture and muscle control
in your upper body, arms, hands and fingers. Encourage your
child to do activities that strengthen these muscles. Try the
iPad app Dexteria to develop finger control and the pincer
movement.

Make sure they have the correct pencil grip—the tripod or
pincer grip.—and they are not gripping too tightly. If not, they
will tire quickly and will not be able to develop a free-flowing
script.

Encourage the use of cursive (joined up) script following the
style used in their school. Try the app Crazy Cursive .

Be a good role model for your child. Let them see you writing
for lots of different purposes. Eg a shopping list, filling ina
form, note to their teacher. Read bits aloud and ask their

- opinion about what you have written, perhaps changing it so
they can see that editing is a normal part of writing.

‘What do we do next?
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Try to have an interesting range of stationery and writing

equipment to entice your child with

Ideally find a quiet , well-lit space with a flat surface and
elbow room,

Make sure there is a purpose to the writing eg writing a list of
what they need to pack for a holiday or who they want fo come
to their party, writing a story for ayounger sibling.

Talk through what they want to write with them.
Help them make a plan to order their ideas.
Supply them with spellings if they ask.
Encourage them and praise their ideas.

Praise their efforts . Choose no more than 3 of their spelling
and punctuation errors to work on. You want this to be a
positive experience so they will want to do some more
writing again soon!



