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Aspiring
adaptive teaching

dream big

aspirational people in 
history, present and future

high standards in all 
areas

growth from success 
and setbacks

up-to-date research

asses, plan, teach, 
adjust cycle

personal, social, physical, 
spiritual, moral and cultural 

development

deep, critical  thinking

knowledge, skills and 
wisdom

consistency

Responsibility & service taking risks in 
learning



nurturing

emotional wellbeing

values driven

open and honest 
relationships

belonging

understanding oneself 
as a learner

holistic approach

pupil voice

celebration of small 
stepping stones

developing our 
individuality

emotional intelligence

joy of learning

inclusive and respectful 
of others
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Flourishing
We believe that children flourish when school and home 

work together.

Home learning activities
Whole school newsletters
Weekly Reception newsletter
Class Blogs on the website (from Year 1)
Book Looks
Opportunities to visit and celebrate work
Parent consultations
Termly reports
Parent workshops
Coffee mornings

Nativity performance
Easter bonnet parade
Christmas fair
Sports Day
Praying together in services at the 
start of the year
Church services
Informal chats
Summer fair
Parent Reps
Parent surveys



Questions Percentage 
(strongly agree)

How clear was the information provided in the Spring target report? 97% (80%)

Did your child's class teacher explain your child’s progress and targets in an 
understandable way?

97% (95%)

Did the report and consultation provide clear next steps to support your child’s 
learning at home and school?

100% (70%)

Spring 2026 Parent Consultation and General Parent Survey



Questions Percentage 
(strongly agree)

1.My child is happy at this school. 98% (78%)

2. My child feels safe at this school. 98% (85%)

3. The school makes sure its pupils are well-behaved. 98% (66%)

4. My child has been bullied and the school dealt with the bullying quickly and 
effectively.

95%
Combination of not bullied & 
dealt with it well

5. The school makes me aware of what my child will learn during the year. 96% (61%)

6. When I have raised concerns with the school they have been dealt with properly. 95%



Questions Percentage 
(strongly agree)

7. The school has high expectations for my child. 92% (51%)

8. My child does well at this school. 100% (68%)

9. The school lets me know how my child is doing. 98% (63%)

10. There is a good range of subjects available to my child at this school. 96% (61%)

11. My child can take part in clubs and activities at this school. 100% (80%)

12. The school supports my child’s wider personal development. 91% (71%)

13. I would recommend this school to another parent. 98%



Personal development is about preparing children for life – not just the next stage of education. It ensures that children 
leave St Mary’s as well-rounded individuals, ready to contribute positively to their communities and the wider world. 

https://sites.google.com/stmarys698.herts.sch.uk/13th-april-2026/home
https://sites.google.com/stmarys698.herts.sch.uk/13th-april-2026/home






Reports - Autumn Term – Settling In (First 6 Weeks)

● Report and parent consultation

● Attendance

● Focus on key prerequisite learning behaviours (e.g. listening, 
following instructions, independence)

● First phonics assessment

● We identify strengths and a couple of next steps





Reports - Spring Term – Building Progress

● Report and parent consultation

● Attendance

● Continued focus on prerequisite learning behaviours

● Introduction of St Mary’s Reception Goals and progress towards 
achieving them

● Latest Phonics assessment





Reports - Summer Term – Celebrating Achievements

● Report

● Attendance

● A detailed written report about how your child learns
(Characteristics of an Effective Learner)

● Assessment against the Early Learning Goals (national 
expectations)

● Update on St Mary’s Goals

● Latest Phonics assessment







● Children in Reception follow the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 
curriculum

● Learning is built through a balance of play, exploration, and adult-led teaching

● At the end of the year, children are assessed against the Early Learning Goals 
(ELGs) which are national expectations for what most children achieve by the 
end of Reception

● The ELGs are not a checklist we teach to, they are a summary of your child’s 
development

● Judgements are based on what children show us in their everyday learning - 
this includes their play, conversations, and independent work

Early Learning Goals





● At St Mary’s, we build on this with our own Reception Goals

● These are aligned with the Early Learning Goals (ELGs)

● They provide additional depth and challenge

● This ensures children meet national expectations and are in a strong position 
transitioning into Key Stage 1

● Supporting readiness both academically and personally

St Mary’s Goals



Example - Reading

ELG - 
Say a sound for each letter of the alphabet and identify at least 10 digraphs

St Mary’s Goals - 
To be able to read Yellow level books - Say a sound for each letter of the 
alphabet and identify at least 20 digraphs/trigraphs

Difference between ELG & St Mary’s Goals



Example - Writing

ELG - 
Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others

St Mary’s Goals - 
I can write a simple sentence, using fingers spaces, a full stop and correctly 
forming my letters. 

Difference between ELG & St Mary’s Goals







● In Hertfordshire, all schools follow Ordinarily Available Provision 
(OAP)

● This means the support every child can expect in any classroom

Ordinarily Available Provision (OAP) – 
What does this mean?

What does this look like at St Mary’s?

● High-quality teaching for all children
● Adaptations to support different needs
● Clear routines and supportive classroom environments
● Use of resources, visuals, and scaffolding
● Opportunities for repetition and overlearning



Supporting a child is finding it tricky to sit and listen during 
carpet time

What this looks like?

Through Ordinarily Available Provision, we might:

● Sit them closer to the adult
● Use visual cues and clear routines
● Break instructions into small, manageable steps
● Give gentle reminders and encouragement
● Provide opportunities to practise and build stamina over time



Supporting a child who is finding it difficult to blend sounds when 
reading

What this looks like?

Through Ordinarily Available Provision, we might:

● Provide extra modelling in phonics sessions
● Use visual supports and repetition
● Give more opportunities to practise during the day
● Match reading books carefully to their level



Supporting a child who finds it hard to stay focused

What this looks like?

Through Ordinarily Available Provision, we might:

● Break tasks into short chunks
● Use timers or clear end points
● Provide movement breaks
● Give regular encouragement and check-ins



Supporting a child who becomes upset or overwhelmed

What this looks like?

Through Ordinarily Available Provision, we might:

● Provide a calm, safe space
● Teach simple strategies (e.g. breathing, talking to an adult)
● Use consistent routines
● Offer reassurance and support



Provision at St 
Mary’s

A Guided Tour of Provision at St Mary's 

https://prezi.com/view/mEHSsNzxRBFDaB3pDL53/


How do you feel about Maths?



Maths in Early Years
'Children must hold maths in their hands 

before they can hold it in their heads.'



NUMBER SENSE
THE CARDINAL VALUE OF A NUMBER REFERS TO THE QUANTITY OF 
THINGS IT REPRESENTS: THE 'HOW-MANY-NESS’, OR ‘THREE-NESS’ 
OF THREE. WHEN CHILDREN UNDERSTAND THE CARDINALITY OF 
NUMBERS, THEY KNOW WHAT THE NUMBERS MEAN IN TERMS OF 

KNOWING HOW MANY THINGS THEY REFER TO.

https://www.ncetm.org.uk/classroom-resources/ey-cardinality-and-counting/ 

https://www.ncetm.org.uk/classroom-resources/ey-cardinality-and-counting/


SUBITISING

● Subitising is the ability to see an amount without counting.

● This ability starts from birth and is the stage before counting.

● Subitising is more efficient than counting and supports a deep 
number sense.

●  Supports addition, subtraction, multiplication and division.



SUBITISING

●Perceptual Subitising



What do you notice?

How do you see it?



What do you notice?

How do you see it?





SUBITISING

●Conceptual Subitising



What do you notice?

How do you see it?



What do you notice?

How do you see it?
Can you show me on your 
fingers how you saw it?



5 AND 10 FRAMES

● Supports number bonds and 
much more. 

●Embeds visual images to 
support future understanding.























WHERE DOES COUNTING FIT?

●Counting Songs

●Counting sounds

●Counting steps



COUNTING ACCURATELY
When counting objects, encourage children to:
-point to and touch the objects,
-move them into lines,
-say one number for each object,
-check again to make sure!
Keep a close eye to see if they have counted all, double counted, missed any. 

Counting with playdough blobs is a great way to practise these skills.



NOTICING

●On family walks.
●Gardening.
●At the supermarket.
●Books, stories and magazines



KAREN WILDING – MATHS CONSULTANT

https://youtube.com/clip/UgkxNEVnFg-G0brXgVb5zXPcKNyF2mmh4Z2C
















TOP TIPS
-Look for maths everywhere!
-read counting stories,
-involve your child in cooking,
-look for shapes and numbers on buildings,
-play board games with dice (I dice or extend to 2 dice for addition), Orchard 
games are brilliant 
-sing number rhymes and songs with maths,
-estimate how many segments in an orange before peeling and eating it,
-doesn't have to just be 'at a table',
-use maths outside-play throwing games and count how many times you can 
catch the ball,
-Make it fun, interactive and practical!



BOOKS AND SONGS THAT 
INCORPORATE MATHS

Songs and rhymes:
-5 Currant buns
-5 Little monkeys
-5 Little men in a flying saucer
-5 Little ducks
-5 Little speckled frogs
-10 Fat sausages
-1 Elephant went out to play
-1 Elephant went balancing, step by step on 
a piece of string
-The ants go marching
-My hat it has 3 corners
-1,2 Buckle my shoe
-1,2,3,4,5 Once I caught a fish alive
-2 Little dickie birds
-Alice the camel

Stories:
-Rosie's walk
-1 Gorilla
-10 Black dots
- The shape of things
-Spinderella
-Hop on pop
-We're going on a bear hunt
-Six Dinner Sid
-None the number 
-Tip tap went the crab
-Walter's wonderful web
-The very hungry caterpillar
-1 is a snail, 10 is a crab
-Elmer
-How many jellybeans?
-How big is a million?
-Hedgehog Howdedo



HTTPS://EARLYMATHS.ORG/FAMILY-PO
STCARDS-THE-COLLECTION-TO-DOWN
LOAD-OR-PRINT/ 

https://earlymaths.org/family-postcards-the-collection-to-download-or-print/
https://earlymaths.org/family-postcards-the-collection-to-download-or-print/
https://earlymaths.org/family-postcards-the-collection-to-download-or-print/


LET’S PLAY A GAME! 
3 OR NOT 3



TRACK GAMES 

YOU NEED THE NUMBER 
TRACK GAME, DICE AND 2 

COUNTERS 

https://nrich.maths.org/14004 

Encourage your child to count on 
e.g. they roll 2, next go they roll 
another 2 now count 3,4 instead of 
saying 1,2 

https://nrich.maths.org/14004


PLAY ANIMALS GO CAMPING

YOU WILL NEED: 1 CUP, 6 INSECTS/ANIMALS AND A 
DICE

Roll the dice to decide which 
number to explore. Ask your child 
to collect that many (notice how 
they do it: count, subitise, move) 

Take turns hiding part of that 
amount. Can they recall how 
many are ‘camping’?
Then explore a new number.


